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merit is necessary they are not convincing, and to those whom they 
would convince they are not necessary. The author finds the ethical 
basis of a living wage in the essential dignity of the human person- 
ality. His ultimate terms are, therefore, natural rights, personality, 
dignity, and his argument takes him outside of the field of inductive 
science and economics and social philosophy — where the economist, 
the employer, the laborer, and probably the sociologist will not fol- 
low. To the reviewer it would seem more promising to find the 
ethical basis within the social process of which distribution is one 
part ; or even to depend upon the axiomatic nature of the statement 
that the workingman's right to a living wage is his right to a 
decent livelihood, to establish the proposition that the man who 
works has a right to a living wage. 

The socialist will find little comfort in the author's exposition 
of the obligation of the state. With the possible exception of the 
chapters referred to above, the book progresses with strong argu- 
ment and should prove of large service. 

T. J. Riley 

University of Missouri 



Looking Forward: A Treatise on the Status of Woman and 
the Origin and Growth of the Family and the State. By 
Philip Rappaport. Chicago : Kerr & Co., 1906. Pp. 234. 
As the preface states, "this book is written from the standpoint 
of historic materialism." Its aim is to show how past forms of 
the family and of the state have been determined by economic con- 
ditions, especially by methods of production, and to demonstrate 
incidentally that Marxian socialism is the only means of social 
salvation and the natural goal of development. The author shows 
considerable acquaintance with the socialist school of social and 
economic writers, but beyond that his acquaintance with the scien- 
tific literature of the subjects upon which he writes is very limited. 
Like all socialist writers, he makes large use of Buckle and 
Morgan, but he seems utterly unaware of the works of later 
investigators which long since have made Buckle and Morgan out 
of date. For example, in his discussion of the origin and evolu- 
tion of the family one looks in vain for any mention of Wester- 
marck, Crawley, Howard, or other recent authorities. Our author 
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does not swallow Morgan whole, for he concludes that there is 
no good evidence that the consanguine and the Punaluan family were 
ever universally prevalent forms ; but he does not indicate in what 
particular way Morgan's theories are to be modified. The dis- 
cussion of present social conditions is characterized by the same lack 
of critical consideration of facts and authorities, and of course by a 
socialistic bias toward all current problems. 

University of Missouri CHARLES A. ELLWOOD 



The Positive Outcome of Philosophy. By Joseph Dietzgen. 
Translated by Ernest Untermann. [International Li- 
brary of Social Science, Vol. 1.] Chicago: Charles H. 
Kerr & Co. Pp: 444. $1. 
The Physical Basis of Mind and Morals. By M. H. Fitch. 

Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co. $1. 
Social and Philosophical Studies. By Paul Lafargue. Trans- 
lated by Charles H. Kerr. Chicago : Charles H. Kerr 
& Co. $0.50. 
What's So and What Isn't. By John M. Work. Third edition, 
revised and enlarged. Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co. 
$0.50. 
The first and second of these volumes have but an indirect rela- 
tion to the scope of this Journal; the third could only in a fractional 
degree be classed within the sociological field ; while the fourth has 
the same relation to pure sociology which belongs to any explana- 
tion of a theory of social practice. 

There is a sense, however, in which each of these volumes 
comes directly into our field of view. Each is an important piece of 
evidence touching the campaign of education which the Marxian 
socialists are now conducting in this country. They are not merely 
attempting to lay a foundation for their faith in general philosophy, 
in biology, in psychology, and in sociology. They are also demand- 
ing that these subjects be taught by convinced socialists. They are 
scattering a literature in which every possible implication of the 
fundamental sciences which can be turned to the credit of socialism 
is used for all it is worth. This literature ought to be examined 
and reported on by experts in the different departments of knowl- 



